SANITARY  AND  WATER  COMMITTEE, 


Councillor 


For  1905-6. 


J.  KNOWLES  (Chairman) 

AND 


All  the  Members  of  the  Council. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

(1)  The  Birth-rate  (i9'4)  is  relatively  low  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  whole  country  (27-2),  but  an  improvement  upon 
that  of  1904  (17*5). 

(2)  The  Death-rate  (12*5)  is  favourable  (England  and  Wales 

15-2)- 

(3)  The  Rate  of  infant  mortality  (71  per  1000  of  registered 
births)  is  the  lowest  since  1897. 

(4)  The  Death-rate  for  Consumption  (i*6)  is  comparatively 
high,  but  the  respiratory  Death-rate  is  below  the  average  of 
former  years. 

(5)  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  (*7)  is  below  the  average  of  the 
last  few  years. 

(6)  Cancer  accounted  for  eight  deaths  (^th  of  the  whole 
mortality). 

(7)  The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  is  again 
greatly  reduced ; Measles  is  now  included  as  notifiable. 


February,  1906. 


To  Hipperholme  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  for 
the  year  1905.  It  consists  of  (1 ) Statistics  of  births,  deaths, 
infectious  diseases,  &c.  ; (2)  remarks  on  sanitary  and  other 
relative  matters  ; (3)  various  tables  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Home  Office,  and  County  Council;  and  (4)  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  also  appended. 

Area  of  District. — Prior  to  November,  1899,  the  area  of 
the  district  was  1138  acres;  but  a small  tongue  of  land 
amounting  to  54  acres  was  tacked  on  to  it  at  Bailiffe  Bridge, 
when  the  rest  of  the  North  Bierley  District  was  annexed  to  the 
City  of  Bradford,  and  the  acreage  was  thereby  raised  to  1192. 
This  added  portion,  which  is  intersected  by  a main  road  half  a 
mile  in  length,  contained  90  houses  with  a population  of 
about  400. 

The  physical  outline  of  the  district  may  be  described  as  an 
elevated  sloping  plain,  which  commences  at  its  higher  point  at 
Hipperholme  on  the  west  and  extends  in  an  easterly  direction 
through  Lightcliffe,  terminating  at  its  lowest  level  at  Bailiffe 
Bridge.  Thus  almost  naturally,  as  it  were,  is  the  whole  area 
divided  into  these  three  parts.  A scheme  was  formulated 
some  time  ago  to  create  three  wards  on  a basis  somewhat 
analogous  to  this  geographical  limitation,  but  after  much 
correspondence  and  discussion  the  proposal  was  abandoned  ; 
and  at  the  present  day  the  only  arrangement  of  the  kind  which 
is  recognised  is  that  which  obtains  at  election  times,  when  the 
voters  are  grouped  into  three  sections, 
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The  strata  belong  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  Carboniferous 
system,  and  are  known  as  the  Lower  Coal  Measures.  The 
flag-stone  which  is  quarried  here  and  in  other  surrounding 
localities  is  a valuable  commercial  commodity. 

Population. — The  total  population  at  all  ages  at  the  census 
of  1901  was  4205.  The  “ estimated  population  ” for  1905  is 
placed  at  4325.  From  the  fact  that  new  houses  are  being 
erected  every  year  it  might  be  inferred  at  first  sight  that  the 
population  is  thereby  increased  in  the  ratio  shewn  in  the 
accompanying  Table  A.  But  this  apparent  increase  is 
seriously  counterbalanced  by  a number  of  empty  houses,  as 
people  prefer  the  newer  type  of  dwelling  with  its  modern 
conveniences  ; and  in  a year  when  a temporary  scarcity  of 
work  occurs  many  families  are  forced  to  remove  outside 
the  district  altogether. 


TABLE  A. — (Population). 


Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Average  No. 
of  persons 
per  house. 

HH 

00 

4^ 

HH 

2836 

573 

5-0  (approx). 

1851 

2813 

590 

476 

1861 

2778 

602 

4-6 

r87i 

3501 

758 

4-6 

1881 

2920 

• 9 • 9 • • 

• • • 

1891 

3309 

755 

4-38 

1901 

4205 

981 

4-28 

Births.— During  the  year  there  were  registered  84  births, 
comprising  45  males  and  39  females.  In  the  first  quarter 
there  were  registered  24,  in  the  second  22,  in  the  third  17,  and 
in  the  fourth  21.  Of  this  number  3 were  illegitimate. 

As  regards  sex  the  average  proportion  is  approximately 

males  53-0  per  cent.,  females  47*0  per  cent.  ; as  compared  with 
(1)  males  48*0  per  cent.,  females  52*0  per  cent,  in  1904; 
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(2)  males  57  per  cent.,  females  43*0  per  cent,  in  1903  ; 

(3)  males  47*6  and  females  52-4  in  1902  ; and  (4)  males  45-0 
and  females  55-0  in  1901.  In  the  subjoined  table  it  will  be 
noticed  that  this  sex-proportion  varies  from  year  to  year  ; 
although  for  the  last  ten  years  the  average  is  slightly  in  favour 
of  the  males. 


TABLE  B.— (Births). 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
per  annum. 

1893 

...  41  • • • 

45  ••• 

86 

•••  25-3 

^94 

38  ... 

36  ... 

74 

21*5 

1895 

43  ••• 

26 

69 

20*2 

1896 

33  ••• 

38  ... 

7i 

20‘8 

1897 

....  38  ... 

45  ••• 

83 

...  23*4 

1898 

42  ... 

38  ... 

80 

...  22*5 

1899 

...  48  ... 

34  ••• 

82 

22*4 

1900 

...  38  ... 

45  ••• 

83 

2075 

1901 

37  ... 

45  ••• 

82 

...  19-5 

1902 

41 

45  ••• 

86 

20-2 

1903 

...  48  ... 

36 

84 

19*6 

I9°4 

36  ... 

39  ••• 

75 

I7‘5 

*905 

45  ... 

39  ••• 

84 

19*4 

The 

Birth-rate  per  1000  per  annum  is  19 

•4,  which  is  an 

improvement  upon  that  of  the  preceding  year  when,  as  I 
pointed  out,  the  rate  had  fallen  to  the  lowest  recorded  figure, 
By  way  of  comparison  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  average 
rate  for  the  previous  five  years  was  19*5  ; for  the  West  Riding 
for  1904  it  was  27*7,  and  for  1903  it  was  28*5  ; whilst  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  28*6  in  1902,  28*4  in  1903, 
27-9  in  1904,  and  27*2  in  1905  (lowest  on  record). 


Deaths. — The  deaths  numbered  54,  19  of  males  and  35  of 
females.  This  number  includes  three  “ residents  ” who  died 
during  the  year  in  public  institutions  elsewhere.  The  mortality 
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for  each  quarter  was  : first  quarter,  15  ; second  quarter,  n ; 
third  quarter,  14  ; fourth  quarter,  14.  A cursory  examination 
of  Table  C will  reveal  the  very  rare  circumstance  of  female 
deaths  on  this  occasion  bearing  the  high  proportion  of  almost 
two  to  one  of  male  deaths. 

In  analysing  the  numbers  in  the  various  age-periods,  I find 
that  6 died  in  infancy,  4 between  one  and  five  years  of  age,  2 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  2 between  the  ages  of 
fifteen  and  twenty-five,  24  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and 
sixty-five,  and  that  16  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five  and 
upwards. 

TABLE  C. — (Deaths). 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
per  annum. 

1892 

28 

21 

49 

14*6 

1893 

32 

27  ... 

59 

17*6 

0^ 

00 

M 

24 

20 

44 

12*8 

!895 

29 

23  ... 

52 

i5<i5 

I896 

35 

27  ... 

62 

18*2 

M 

OO 

VD 

22 

13  ... 

35 

...  9*9 

1898 

22 

26  ... 

48 

I3'2 

1899 

31 

28  ... 

59 

16*1 

1900 

20 

28  ... 

48 

12-0 

1901 

. . 26 

20 

46 

10-9 

1902 

32 

29  ... 

61 

14*2 

1903 

24 

23  ... 

47 

11*0 

I9°4 

30 

21 

5i 

1 1-8 

I9°5 

19 

35  ••• 

54 

12*5 

The  Death-rate  is  12*5  per  1000  per  annum  as  compared 
with  13-1,  which  is  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  in  1904  was  16*5  ; the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1902  was  16*3,  in  1903  it  was  15*4,  in 
I9°4  it  was  16*2,  and  in  1905  if  was  15*2  (the  lowest  ever 
recorded). 
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Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

(a)  Diarrhcea. — Three  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  in 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  were  due  to  this  disease. 
The  abnormally  dry  and  hot  summer  was  no  doubt  an  indirect 
factor  in  this  mortality. 

(b)  Phthisis  or  Consumption. — Seven  deaths  were  the 
result  of  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  in  1905.  This 
compares  unfavourably  with  former  years,  such  as  1903  with 
four,  1902  with  six,  and  1901  with  four  ; but  it  is  a slight 
improvement  upon  1904  when  there  were  eight  deaths.  The 
rate  is  i*6  per  1000  as  against  i*8  in  1904  and  *93  in  1903. 
The  phthisis  death-rate  of  the  West  Riding  for  1904  was  I’O. 
The  mortality  occurred  at  the  period  of  five  years  of  age  and 
upwards. 

(c)  Other  Tubercular  Disease, — Under  this  heading  two 
deaths  were  registered. 

(d)  Respiratory  Diseases. — There  were  five  deaths  due  to 
disease  of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  tubes,  irrespective  of  those 
considered  under  Phthisis.  In  the  preceding  year  the  number 
was  the  same,  but  in  1903  there  were  seven.  The  rate  (Phthisis 
included)  is  2-7  per  1000  per  annum  as  against  3*0  in  1904  and 
2‘5  in  1903  ; that  of  the  West  Riding  for  1904  was  2-6. 

(e)  Heart  Disease. — Six  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
disease  of  this  organ.  There  is  considerable  variation  in  the 
numbers  in  the  annual  returns  ; thus  we  find  eleven  in  1904, 
three  in  1903,  seven  in  1902,  and  five  in  1901. 

(/)  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease. — There  is  a remark- 
able rise  in  the  mortality  figures  here  as  contrasted  with  former 
years.  Eight  fatal  cases  were  recorded  in  1905  ; only  one 
death  occurred  in  each  of  the  years '1904,  1903  and  1901,  and 
four  in  1902. 

Infant  Mortality. — -Six  infants  died  during  the  year.  This 
number  is  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  A 
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reference  to  Table  I.  in  the  appendix  of  this  report  will  show 
how  the  number  and  the  rate  vary  from  year  to  year.  Two  of 
the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  three  in  the  third,  and 
one  in  the  fourth  quarter.  The  accepted  opinion  with  regard 
to  this  particular  section  of  mortality  is  that  it  is  principally 
due  to  imperfect  feeding,  but  the  returns  of  death  which  one 
receives  seem  to  point  to  other  factors  at  work  as  well. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  were  diarrhoea,  gastric  catarrh, 
congenital  defect,  atrophy,  convulsions,  and  bronchitis.  Three 
of  the  infants  lived  for  less  than  one  month,  and  three 
succumbed  before  the  eighth  month. 

The  rate  of  mortality  per  1000  of  registered  births  is  71*0  as 
contrasted  with  106*6  in  1904  and  83*3  in  1903.  The  average 
rate  for  the  ten  years  1895-1904  is  123-7,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  state  that  the  present  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  the 
year  1897.  The  infantile  mortality  of  the  West  Riding  for 
1904  was  147  ; that  of  England  and  Wales  for  1904  was  146*0, 
and  for  1905  it  was  128. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — Three  deaths  are  here  involved  as 
against  one  in  1904  and  four  in  1903.  and  the  rate  per  1000  is 
•7  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory.  The  seven 
chief  epidemic  diseases  form  the  basis  of  calculation  under  this 
heading,  and  diarrhoea  was  the  cause  of  death  in  each  instance. 
As  all  those  diseases  are  considered  to  be  preventable,  the 
lowish  rate  to  which  we  have  attained  may  be  justly  claimed 
as  a criterion  of  good  sanitary  conditions  in  the  district.  The 
rate  for  the  West  Riding  for  1904  was  2*2,  and  for  England 
and  Wales  1*94  ; and  the  latter’s  rate  for  1905  was  1*52. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications. — Of  those  infectious  diseases  which  are 

notifiable  the  number  reported  during  the  year  was  16,  viz  ; 

Scarlet  Fever  4,  Enteric  Fever  1,  Measles  3,  Erysipelas  8. 
The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  months  In  January  1, 
in  February  2,  in  March  2,  in  May  1,  in  June  1,  in  August  1, 
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in  September  i,  in  October  i,  in  November  5,  in  December  1. 
Every  month  of  the  year  provided  one  or  more  notifications 
except  April  and  July. 

The  number  of  this  class  of  diseases  reported  annually  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act  in  this 
district  in  1890  is  shown  in  Table  D,  and  a glance  at  the 
total  ” column  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  the  year  1905  is 
well  below  the  average  so  far  as  quantity  is  concerned, 
although  higher  than  the  four  preceding  years.  I may  say  at 
this  stage  that,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  diseases  which  it  is 
compulsory  to  notify,  Measles  is  now  included  for  the  first 
time.  Due  notice  of  this  was  given  to  the  inhabitants  by  posters 
distributed  over  the  district,  intimating  that  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act  of  1889  applied  as  from  June  1st, 
1905,  to  this  disease  as  well  as  to  the  others  formerly  scheduled. 


TABLE  D. — (Infectious  Diseases). 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Total. 

1890 

2 

2 

I 

5 

1891 

• • • 

0 4,  0 

2 

x3 

I 

• • • 

16 

1892 

54 

• • • 

3 

1 1 

• • • 

I 

69 

I^93 

3 

2 

3 

I 

2 

• • • 

1 1 

^94 

• • • 

2 

15 

4 

• • « 

21 

1895 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

4 

I 

8 

1896 

• . • 

2 

24 

5 

5 

36 

1897 

3 

4 

28 

1 

• • • 

36 

1898 

4 

5 

7 

1 

T7 

1899 

1 

2 

21 

• • • 

• • • 

24 

1900 

. . . 

2 

!3 

3 

2 

20 

1901 

^ ^ 

• • • 

2 

3 

• • • 

5 

1902 

I 

• . • 

• • • 

7 

2 

. . . 

10 

I9°3 

2 

2 

• . • 

1 

4 

2 

. . . 

e • • 

1 1 

I9°4 

3 

. . . 

1 

1 

8 

• • • 

1 

• * * 

I4 

1905 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

4 

1 

• • • 

3 

16 
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Small -pox. — In  a locality  where  intercourse  between  neigh- 
bouring large  towns  is  a matter  of  daily  routine,  it  is  remarkable 
that  only  five  persons  should  have  been  attacked  by  this 
disease  in  a period  extending  over  12  years.  In  my  report  for 
the  year  1904  I alluded  to  a case  which  was  found  in  the 
month  of  December  in  a terrace  at  Bailiffe  Bridge,  and 
although  every  precaution  was  adopted  I was  not  at  all 
sanguine  that  a further  outbreak  might  not  supervene  early  in 
the  year  under  notice.  Happily,  however,  no  further  cause 
for  anxiety  arose,  and  the  district  has  since  that  time  remained 
free  from  this  scourge. 

In  this  connection  I may  also  remark  that  the  primary 
vaccination  of  infants  is  now  receiving  more  attention  than 
formerly,  a statement  which  will  be  gratifying  to  those  who 
believe  in  this  as  a means  of  preventing  Small-pox. 

Chicken-pox. — This  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  and  although 
it  is  generally  to  be  found  among  children  it  is  also  liable  to 
affect  adults  ; so  that  errors  in  diagnosis  between  it  and 
Small-pox  are  not  at  all  uncommon.  A few  cases  only  were 
discovered  during  the  year.  In  March,  April  and  May  it  was 
slightly  prevalent  in  Hipperholme,  whilst  in  June  and  July 
several  children  in  Lightcliffe  were  affected. 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina.  Four  notifications  of  this 
disease  were  received,  as  compared  with  eight  in  1904  and  four 
in  1903.  In  the  month  of  March  a case  was  reported  in 
Bailiffe  Bridge  ; in  May  a child  in  Lightcliffe  was  affected  ; 
and  in  October  and  November  two  cases  occurred,  one  in 
Lightcliffe  and  the  other  in  Bailiffe  Bridge.  Two  of  the 
children  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  two  were  treated  at 
their  own  homes.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  a thorough 
examination  of  the  houses  involved,  and  a serious  defect  in  one 
house  has  resulted  in  a complete  renovation  of  the  drainage  in 
a whole  block  of  houses,  whilst  certain  objectionable  conditions 
in  connection  with  another  house  are  receiving  consideration 


from  the  Sanitary  Committee.  The  average  number  of  cases 
for  the  decennial  period  1896-1905  is  n*6,  and  the  attack  rate 
for  the  present  year  shows  a very  favourable  comparison  with 
each  of  those  ten  years. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — One  notification  only  of  this 
fever  was  received.  The  patient  was  a man  who  was  visiting 
some  relatives  at  Priestley  Green  in  November  ; he  was  a 
resident  of  a neighbouring  township,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  appeared  here  all  indicated  that  the  source  of 
infection  was  to  be  found  elsewhere.  He  was  removed  to  the 
hospital.  In  overhauling  the  drainage  of  the  house  some 
insanitary  arrangements  were  discovered,  and  as  this  part  of 
the  district  is  marked  under  the  proposed  additional  sewerage 
scheme  due  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  requirements 
which  are  necessary. 

Erysipelas. — The  eight  cases  which  were  reported  constitute 
the  highest  number  for  any  year  since  1890.  One-half 
occurred  during  the  first  quarter,  and  the  other  half  during 
November  and  December.  No  defect  in  sanitation  was  found 
in  any  of  the  houses  ; and  the  most  obvious  explanation  is 
that  the  disease  resulted  from  cold  or  exposure,  the  type  being 
that  described  as  “ idiopathic.” 

Measles. — Hitherto  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  notify  this 
disease,  but,  as  I have  already  remarked,  the  Sanitary 
Committee  recommended  its  inclusion  in  the  list  of  the 
Compulsory  Act  of  1899.  The  Local  Government  Board 
sanctioned  this  course,  but  stipulated  that  it  must  not  be 
removed  from  such  list  for  at  least  five  years.  Since  June 
1st,  when  the  reporting  of  the  disease  became  compulsory, 
only  three  cases  have  come  under  observation.  One  of  the 
children  so  affected  had  been  ill  for  some  days,  and  the 
Inspector  brought  the  case  to  my  notice  as  his  suspicions 
were  aroused  by  a request  being  made  for  disinfectants. 
I visited  the  house  and  found  that  no  medical  man  was  in 
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attendance,  and  the  parent  was  in  ignorance  as  to  her  duty 
in  the  matter.  In  future  all  such  cases  must  be  reported  by 
a doctor,  or  parent  or  guardian,  and  failure  to  comply  will 
render  the  responsible  person  liable  to  a penalty  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  complaint  was  almost  entirely 
absent  until  the  very  end  of  the  year,  when  many  young 
children  developed  severe  catarrhal  coughs  and  were  supposed 
to  be  suffering  from  this  infectious  disease.  Some  of  such 
cases  were  no  doubt  genuine,  but  from  personal  observation 
I came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  majority  were  certainly 
atypical,  and  subsequent  results  have  proved  that  this  view 
was  correct. 

Mumps. — In  many  of  the  preceding  years  we  have  had 
epidemics  of  Mumps,  but  only  very  few  children  suffered 
from  this  complaint  in  1905. 

Diarrhoea, — There  was  a serious  prevalence  of  this  illness 
during  the  summer  months,  old  and  young  being  alike 
affected.  Three  deaths  in  children  were  due  to  diarrhoea, 
as  against  one  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years. 

Influenza. — This  was  present  more  or  less  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  but  the  severity  of  the  type  was  less 
virulent  than  in  some  former  visitations,  and  no  fatality  was 
recorded.  In  1904  and  1903  there  was  one  death,  whilst  in 
1901  there  were  five.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
general  everywhere,  and  was  accompanied  with  bronchial 
and  throat  complications. 

SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Inspections. — The  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  addition  to  his 
usual  routine  work,  has  also  along  with  me  visited  and 
examined  such  houses,  places  and  localities  as  required 
special  attention. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. — (a)  The  Joint  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Clifton,  Brighouse.  Patients  suffering  from  any  of  the 
following  diseases  are  received,  viz  : Cholera,  Typhus  Fever, 
Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria.  During  the 
year  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of  Typhoid  were 
admitted  from  this  district.  In  the  previous  year  there  were 
seven  admissions,  in  1903  four,  in  1902  six,  and  in  1901 
three. 

(b)  Small-pox.  Accommodation  for  the  isolating  of  persons 
who  suffered  from  this  disease  was  formerly  provided  at 
Hollin  Heys  Hospital,  Elland,  but  in  terms  of  an  agreement, 
concluded  between  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  and  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  (which  includes  Hipperholme),  cases  of 
Small-pox  arising  in  this  district  will,  in  future,  be  sent  to 
the  Hospital  at  Halifax  for  treatment. 

WATER. 

The  supply  since  the  laying  of  the  new  mains  has  been 
adequate,  and  in  spite  of  the  dry  season  no  shortage  was 
enforced  for  domestic  purposes.  I expressed  the  hope  in  my 
last  report  that  increase  of  pressure  would  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  Council  to  adopt  some  equipment  of  their  own,  or 
come  to  some  arrangement  with  a neighbouring  town,  in  order 
to  cope  speedily  and  effectively  with  an  outbreak  of  fire. 
After  discussion  and  consideration  it  was  decided  to  delay  this 
matter  for  another  year,  as  the  expense  involved  would  be 
rather  heavy. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  exceedingly  good,  and  no  fault 
can  be  found  with  it  except  on  the  ground  of  its  plumbo- 
solvency.  From  analyses  of  samples  taken  at  different  parts 
it  would  appear  that  it  still  exerts  a certain  amount  of  action 
on  lead  ; previously  I quoted  figures  extensively,  but  on  the 
present  occasion  I will  content  myself  by  again  warning 
householders  of  the  necessity  of  emptying  the  supply  pipe  at 
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the  first  morning  draw.  The  consumption  of  water  has  risen 
unaccountably  during  the  year,  but  I am  not  aware  that  it  is 
due  to  this  salutary  practice  having  been  carried  to  excess.  In 
the  interest  of  the  financial  department,  however,  I would 
re-echo  the  excellent  advice  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Water 
Committee  against  all  unnecessary  extravagance  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

The  work  of  replacing  long  lead  service  pipes  with  iron 
pipes  was  continued  during  the  year ; this  particular  part  of 
the  subject  is  noticed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Removal. — (i)  The  scavenging 
of  the  street  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  only  on  the  main  roads  and  thoroughfares. 
Street-watering  is  limited  to  the  requirement  simply  of  laying 
the  dust  in  the  summer  time  ; two  carts  are  employed  for  this 
purpose. 

(2)  The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  contractors, 
who  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  In  former 
reports  I often  had  to  refer  to  the  overfilling  of  ashpits  and 
middens.  But  since  the  Sanitary  Committee  appointed  a man 
to  report  periodically  on  those  places  to  the  Inspector,  a decided 
difference  for  the  better  prevails  in  those  localities  where 
common  ashpits  were  in  this  disgraceful  condition.  And  the 
whole  system  has  been  further  improved  by  a stipulation  that 
the  contractors  must  empty  early  in  the  morning,  instead  of 
during  the  day  as  has  hitherto  been  the  case.  This  rule  as  to 
time  is  not,  however,  well  adhered  to.  As  I said  last  year,  it 
is  no  unusual  sight  to  notice  the  carts  loaded  with  this  refuse 
proceeding  to  the  tip  as  late  as  midday.  Complaints  about 
this  have  been  numerous,  and  a stricter  time  limit  should  be 
imposed. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  &c.— The  domestic  and  trade  sewage 
is  now  treated  by  the  Corporation  of  Brighouse  at  their  works 
at  Cooper  Bridge.  The  sewerage  of  part  of  the  Hipperholme 
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branch  is  not  yet  connected  at  Mytholm  owing  to  prolonged 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  ; it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  completion  at  this  point  will  be  speedily  attained. 
Several  ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected  at  different  places 
in  connection  with  the  main  sewer,  and  another  improvement 
in  Bradford  Road  is  about  to  be  made  by  the  insertion  of  an 
intercepting  chamber  whereby  the  backward  pressure  of  sewer 
gas  will  be  avoided. 

Cesspits.  —The  work  of  abolition  of  certain  of  these 
objectionable  structures  has  been  continued.  I reported 
in  extenso  on  the  whole  system  in  1903,  and  many  remedial 
measures  were  then  adopted  as  to  reconstruction  and  mode  of 
clearance  ; in  1904  new’  sewers  of  varying  length  were  laid  in 
different  localities  ; and  again  in  1905  several  rows  of  houses 
in  Bramley  Lane  have  been  connected  directly  to  the  main 
system.  A scheme  for  the  construction  of  a large  sewer  from 
Syke  Lane  to  Bailiffe  Bridge,  whereby  other  offensive  cesspits 
will  be  dispensed  with,  is  about  to  be  presented  ; and  it  is 
proposed  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  leave 
to  borrow  £2,250  for  the  making  of  this  and  other  small  lengths 
elsewhere. 

Dwellings. — The  Surveyor  gave  certificates  for  twenty-eight 
new  houses  during  1905,  most  of  which  were  cottages  of  good 
class.  The  number  of  uninhabited  dwellings  was  in  excess  of 
that  of  the  previous  year.  A reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  will  show  that  in  many  of  the  older  houses 
several  necessary  structural  alterations  were  effected,  especially 
in  ashpits  and  closets.  Several  back  streets  in  wet  weather 
are  perfect  quagmires  ; more  stringency  as  to  drainage  and 
construction  is  strongly  recommended  in  back  streets. 

Slaughter  House. — -There  is  one  registered  slaughter  house. 
No  complaints  have  been  received  about  it  ; it  is  kept  in  a 
clean  and  orderly  condition. 
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Smoke  Observations. — The  Inspector  took  observations  on 
two  occasions,  one  at  Bailiffe  Bridge  and  one  at  Hipperholme. 
The  results  were  not  particularly  satisfactory  ; and  although 
no  serious  complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  from  factory  chimneys  in  this  district,  which  has 
no  great  density  of  population,  the  fact  still  remains  that  the 
continued  discharge  of  this  into  the  atmosphere  may  produce 
serious  consequences  to  health.  No  time  limit  has  been  fixed 
by  this  Authority. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- Shops. — Much  good  work 
has  been  done  in  this  department  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  general  sanitation  has  been  improved,  and  alterations  in 
ventilation  have  been  carried  out.  The  Inspector  informs  me 
that  there  are  eighteen  of  those  places  registered,  all  of  which 
have  been  visited  and  examined.  An  annual  visit,  which  is 
undertaken  by  a Sub-Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
was  made  in  the  month  of  May,  and  the  report  which  was 
given  as  to  the  condition  of  the  animals  and  of  the  cowsheds 
generally  was  upon  the  whole  not  so  satisfactory  as  usual.  It 
was  pointed  out  that  there  are  no  cows  kept  in  the  area  of  the 
Council,  all  of  which  were  apparently  healthy ; and  that 
although  most  of  the  sheds  were  well  conducted  and  clean, 
some  required  lime- washing  and  one  especially  was  in  a some- 
what dirty  condition.  Two  samples  of  milk,  which  were  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  analysis,  were  certified  as  genuine  and  good. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901). — (/)  Register.  From 
the  register  at  the  Council  Offices  I have  ascertained  that  there 
are  in  all  thirty-eight  Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 
in  the  district.  The  number  for  the  year  1904  was  thirty-five. 
I have  visited  and  examined  those  places,  and  the  total  of  such 
inspections  (including  those  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 
amounts  to  nearly  eighty  for  the  whole  year. 

(2)  Sanitary  Condition.  I have  to  report  favourably  as  to  the 
administration  of  the  Act.  As  regards  cleanliness  of  premises 


I had  to  give  notice  about  neglect  to  limewash  to  one  occupier; 
this  matter  was  duly  attended  to.  No  fault  was  discovered  in 
ventilation  or  air  space  ; and  sufficiency  and  adequacy  of 
sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  in  all  cases.  But  a 
nuisance,  caused  by  the  mode  of  emptying  some  water-closets 
attached  to  a factory  at  Bailiffe  Bridge,  was  enquired  into  ; 
and  the  owner  was  served  with  a notice  to  abate  this.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  some  indication  of  the  necessary  alterations 
having  been  commenced  was  certainly  manifest,  but  great 
dilatoriness  was  exhibited  all  through  the  proceedings,  although 
the  Sanitary  Authority  rendered  all  the  assistance  possible  in 
the  matter. 

(3)  Bakehouses.  There  are  five  bakehouses  ; two  of  these  are 
underground,  and  three  are  of  the  small  retail  variety.  No 
faulty  condition  was  discovered  in  connection  with  any  of 
them.  The  two  underground  bakehouses  were  considered  to 
be  suitable  as  regards  ventilation,  light,  construction,  and 
general  sanitary  equipment,  and  certificates  were  accordingly 
granted  by  the  District  Council  to  the  occupiers  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

(4)  Home  Work.  No  home  work  is  carried  on  in  any 
dwelling,  and  no  list  of  outworkers  has  been  furnished  by  any 
employer. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  direct  attention  to  Tables  I.,  III., 
IV.  and  V.  of  Local  Government  Board,  to  Table  relating  to 
Factories  and  Workshops,  etc.,  to  Table  C of  County  Council, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  all  of  which  are 
appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  DAVIDSON,  M,A.,  M.D.,  &c., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Gables, 

Hipperholme, 
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TABLE  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  year 
1905,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1905,  in  the 
Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in 

District  at: 

Subjoined  Ages. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5- 

5 and 
under 
i5- 

15  and 
under 
25- 

25  and 
under 
65- 

Over 

65- 

Diarrhoea  . , 

3 

2 

I 

Phthisis  ... 

7 

I 

2 

3 

I 

Other  Tubercular  Disease 

2 

I 

1 

Cancer 

8 

6 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases... 

1 

• • • 

I 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

6 

4 

2 

All  other  causes  ... 

23 

4 

2 

• • * 

9 

8 

Totals 

54 

6 

4 

2 

2 

24 

16 

20 


> 

PQ 

H 


-4-* 


c 

d 

<A 

u 

3 


s- 

3 

T3 

> 

H 

»— «s 

J 

< 

H 

O' 

O 


4> 

&0 

< 


u 

d 

1 * 
4) 

O S 
J5  O 

4- 

4>  ta 

a © 
o,  *a 
— e 

E 3 

4)  tfl 

JS  JE 

s->  +j 

_ C 

e © 


1/5  -t 

© ^ 
©v  S 

n d 

u 3 

d ^ 
4)  a> 
>»  © 

4)  ^ 

JB 

+->  S 
be  *"" 

e <« 

.S  4) 


3 

d 

U 

"O 

4) 

*-> 

d 

-M 

Ch 


o 

4- 

«f-l 


W j£ 

■— i 

r*  «3 

H 4) 

Z G 
< 

IL 

z 


a 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

40 

•sqjuop;  zi-ii 

•sq}uoj/\i  ii-oi 

•sqjuopj  01-6 

•sqtuopi  6-8 

•sqiuopi  8-^ 

M 

•sqiuopj  l-g 

•sq;uop\[  9-S 

M 

•sq^uo]^  S-f 

•sqtuopj  f-£ 

M 

•sqtuopj  £-z 

•sqjuoj\[  z-i 

■qiuopj  i 
japun  itqojL 

ro 

'S5I9aAA  f-£ 

•sqaa^yy  £-z 

M 

‘s>l99AA  z-i 

M 

--I"A\  1 J9Pun 

W 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  Causes. 

Certified 

in 

W . 

in  • 

< * 

W 

CO  cn 


Q 


5—1 

o 


aj 

£ 
» r-H 
+-> 
in 
4) 


O 

5-i 


c n 

aj 


£ 

ffi  “ J£ 

£ rt  ~ t: 

* 8-2  £ 
<|  r;  -m  +-> 

h- 1 r^-H  * f I rr* 

Q £ £ (J 

• i— I CU 

Q O 


. to 

£ 

a 

. in 

co  . cj 
£ • 
co  * £ 
<J  ^ 

W ^ 

w w 

n ° ^ 

W CD  +j 
m-i  ;j£ 

r ►)  © ‘ £ 

zQ^ 


<D 

C'j  -4_> 

< •£  >^ 
^ a)  ^5 

£ 2 
o •£ 

U< 


CO 

£ 

O 


cn 


CO  * 1 — 1 

1 -s 

I § 

O 5-1 

OPQ 


Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate,  8i  ; Illegitimate,  3,  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  54.  Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1905,  4325. 
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TABLE  VI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES, 
AND  HOMEWORK,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 

i. — Inspection. 


Premises. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

22 

Workshops  ,,  ,,  „ 

54 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

0 

Total 

76 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* 
Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

I 

Other  Nuisances 

I 

Total 

2 

I 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  ioi): — - 

In  use  during  1903 

2 

Certificates  granted  in  1903 

2 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1905 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end 

2 

of  1905 

27 

22 


TABLE  C. 

Dipperbolme  Urban  Sanitarp 

District 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : R.  BAYIB30N. 

Salary  £<\o. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : G.  W.  THOMPSON. 

Salary  £50. 


Water  Supply — 

Quality — Fairly  Good.  Action  on  Lead — Positive.  Any  extension  or 
change  during  1905  ?— To  new  property.  Any  inadequacy  in  any 
part  ? — No. 

Sewerage — 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ? — Yes.  Is  rainfall  from  roads 
excluded?  — Partly.  Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1905: 
Sewers — 370  yards  additional  put  down.  Manholes — 8 additional  added. 
Ventilating  Shafts — Six  inserted.  Any  inadequacy,  and  where — Syke 
Lane  District. 

Sewage  Disposal — 

System  adopted — Treated  by  Brighouse. 

Scavenging- 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  Staff,  by 
Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants ' — Contractors.  Any  in- 
adequacy of  scavenging  ? — Nc. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1905  (or  parts) — None.  Any  diseases  added  to 
Notification  schedule  e.g.,  Measles,  Chicken-pox,  &c. — Measles.  Any 
system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis? — No. 

Bye-Laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1905  ? — (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875 — No;  ( b ) Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1890 — No. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No,  on 
Regis- 
ter. 

No.  In- 
spected 

General  Condition  ? 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

O 

Canal  Boats 

O 

Slaughter  Houses 

I 

I 

I 

Clean 

Cowsheds  . . 

18 

18 

20 

In  good  order 

Offensive  Trades 
(Please  specify  nature). 

3 

3 

(Tanneries)  Occasion- 
ally bad 

23 


Cowsheds — 

Give  date  of  Regulations  in  force  under  D.C.M.  Order — 7896.  Any 
special  inspection  made  during  1905 — Sub-committee  made  special  inspec- 
tion. Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  under  “Milk 
Clauses  ” concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district  ? — No. 

Infectious  Disease — 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  ? — Hospital  apparatus.  How 
are  dwellings  disinfected  ? — S02  Any  placards  or  handbills  issued 
during  1905  ? — No. 

Schools — 

No.  closed  during  1905  on  account  of  sickness — None.  Any  ailment 
or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with  school  life  during 
1905  ? — No. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. — 

Any  Anthrax  ? — No 

Dwellings — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1905 — 28.  General  character — 
Cottage.  Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation? — No.  Any  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses  ? — No.  Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Acts? — No.  Is  house-to-house  inspection 
systematically  made  ? — Yes.  Are  records  kept  ? — Yes. 

Nuisances— 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1904 — 7.  At  close  of  1905 
— 5.  Reported  during  1905 — 18.  Abated  during  1905 — 13.  Total 
No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  during  1905 
— None.  Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 
No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1905 — 28.  No.  of  Sink  wastes 
trapped  during  1905 — Noue,  No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during 
igos — 26. — Kinds — W.C.’s.  No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  igos 
—16.  Kinds—  W.C.'s. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters — 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts — Two. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1905  attributable  to  : 

Arsenical  Beer  ?—No.  Ptomaines  ?—No. 

Lead-contaminated  Water  ? — No. 

River  Pollution — None. 

Smoke  observations  taken — 2. 

Burial  Grounds  : — No.  in  District — 1 . Any  need  for  (a)  extension — 

No.  (b)  closure — No. 

Mortuaries: — No.  in  District — None. 

Births — 

Males — 45.  Females — 39.  Total — 84. 

Number  of  illegitimate,  included  in  above — 3. 

Deaths — 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  district,  with- 
out any  correction — 51. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  : — Males— 19. 

Females — 35.  Total —54. 
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Nuisance  Inspector's  Report  for  Year  ending 
December  31st , 1905. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1905.  This  constitutes  my  fourth  Annual  Report. 

In  the  period  named  some  300  houses  and  other  premises 
have  been  inspected  ; 61  of  which  were  found  to  require 
Sanitary  improvements. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Tabular  Statement : — 

That  a considerable  amount  of  Sanitary  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  owners  of  property  without  notice  from  this 
department. 

Also  that  the  water  carriage  system  has  been  adopted  by 
nearly  all  the  new  houses  built,  and  that  16  privies  have  been 
converted  into  W.Cs.  This  is  without  doubt  due  to  the  wise 
action  of  the  Water  Committee  in  allowing  free  of  charge  one 
W.C.  to  each  dwelling. 

Thirty-two  houses  are  now  supplied  with  portable  ashbins, 
a much  more  sanitary  arrangement  than  the  old  stone-built 
ashpit. 

Under  the  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,”  two  samples  of 
new  milk  have  been  procured  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Aualyst,  who  certified  both  genuine  and  good  quality. 

House  refuse  removal  is  well  attended  to,  twenty-two  cwts. 
of  disinfectant  being  used  in  the  cleansing  of  ashpits,  &c. 

In  continuing  the  work  of  reducing  the  lead  water  service 
pipes  to  existing  property,  the  following  may  be  noted. 
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Situation  of  Premises. 

Length  of  Lead 
Pipe. 

Description. 

Lower  Crow  Nest  ... 

100  yards 

i farm  and  2 cottages 

Holme  Cottage 

30  yards 

1 house 

Langley  Terrace 

20  yards 

1 house 

Holme  House 

60  yards 

1 large  house 

Walker’s  patent  health  pipe  has  been  fitted  into  four  houses. 


In  conclusion,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  following 
figures  : — 

No.  of  Inspections  (including  preliminary,  re-visits,  and 
Statutory)  ... 

House  Drains  repaired 
Privies  superseded  by  Water  Closets 
New  Water  Closets  installed 
Cesspits  abolished  ... 

Ashpits  : — 

Abolished  ... 

Repaired 

Portable  receptacles  provided 
Disinfectant  used  in  cleaning  ...  ...  Cwts 

Houses  fumigated  ... 

Beddings  ,, 

Inspections  of  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  54 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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Loads  of  refuse  removed — year  1905 

year  1904 
year  1903 
year  1902 
year  1901 


>5 


348 

30 

l6 

26 

3 

3 

2 

32 

22 

11 

5 

76 

2101 

1421 

1992 

I5°7 

i4!9 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  WHARTON  THOMPSON,  Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances , 


*r/r!  > 


